
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome to this edi-on of The Signal, your quarterly newsle7er  
designed to keep you informed, connected, and engaged with the  
latest happenings within the small business community.  

At DCSA, we recognize that small businesses play a vital role in 
strengthening and securing the Defense Industrial Base (DIB). Your 
innova-on and agility bring valuable capabili-es that support na-onal 
security and help advance mission success across the Department. We 
also understand naviga-ng the federal marketplace can some-mes feel 
complex. As policies evolve, requirements shiI, and your path to 
partnership requires your persistence and pa-ence, your DCSA Small 
Business Team remains commi7ed to educa-ng, engaging, and 
connec-ng with you to build a more resilient and capable industrial base.  

In this edi-on of The Signal, we highlight the launch of DCSA’s Mentor-
Protégé Program and what it means for strengthening partnerships and 
developing the next genera-on of capable small businesses within the 
DIB. We also provide important insights on the implementa-on of the 
Cybersecurity Maturity Model Cer-fica-on (CMMC) program and why 
safeguarding sensi-ve informa-on remains cri-cal to protec-ng na-onal 
security. We also share some quick updates related to Federal Acquisi-on 
Regula-on (FAR) Part 19, details about receiving email alert no-fica-ons 
to help you stay connected to opportuni-es and announcements, and 
spotlight future opportuni-es where you can engage with our team.  

This issue aims to keep you informed, connected and aware of 
opportuni-es that support your growth and engagement. Together, let’s 
con-nue opening doors to connec-on, innova-on, and partnerships that 
focus on modernizing, strengthening, and securing the DIB with advanced 
capabili-es that support na-onal security priori-es.  

I hope the updates, insights, resources, and -ps shared in this issue keep 
you informed, engaged, and connected to the Signals guiding your work 
ahead.  

 

Dr. Ruby Crenshaw-Lawrence Chief,  
Office of Small Business Programs and Industry Engagements  
Defense Counterintelligence and Security Agency (DCSA)   
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S P O T L I G H T  

Building  
the Future 

DCSA Launches the  
Mentor-Protégé Program 

February 27, 2026: We are proud 
to announce the launch of the 
Department of War (DOW) 
Mentor-Protégé Program (MPP), 
a significant step forward in 
strengthening partnerships that 
support naGonal security 
prioriGes.  

Designed to connect experienced 
industrial base partners with 
emerging small businesses to 
foster knowledge sharing, build 
capabiliGes, and expand 
opportuniGes for growth and 
collaboraGon, the program helps 
accelerate innovaGon, 
strengthen supply chains, and 
create meaningful pathways for 
small businesses to grow and 
compete in the federal 
marketspace.  

Interested in responding to the 
Agency’s announcement? Submit 
your response here: DCSA’s MPP 
Broad Agency Announcement on 
SAM.gov  

Ques%ons?  
Contact our office at: 
dcsa.quanGco.hq.mbx.dcsa-
mpp@mail.mil. 
 

https://sam.gov/workspace/contract/opp/6a1e70a3e27d4e13bcfe4fb4548676b6/view
https://sam.gov/workspace/contract/opp/6a1e70a3e27d4e13bcfe4fb4548676b6/view
https://sam.gov/workspace/contract/opp/6a1e70a3e27d4e13bcfe4fb4548676b6/view
mailto:dcsa.quantico.hq.mbx.dcsa-mpp@mail.mil
mailto:dcsa.quantico.hq.mbx.dcsa-mpp@mail.mil


 

 

SIGNAL ALERTS: Updates that Ma@er 

CMMC Program Implementa6on 
The Defense Federal AcquisiGon RegulaGon Supplement 
(DFARS) Cybersecurity Maturity Model CerGficaGon (CMMC) 
rule went into effect this past November. The rule launched 
a three-year rollout to implement mandatory cybersecurity 
requirements across all Department of War (DOW) contracts.  

Phase 1: Focuses on self-assessments for CMMC Level 1.  

Higher-level requirements, including third-party assessments 
for CMMC Levels 2 and 3, will be introduced in subsequent 
yearly phases.  

For businesses who are not currently CMMC compliant, this 
is an opportunity to strengthen your cybersecurity posture.  

Helpful Tips and Resources:  

• Understand CMMC requirements  

• Conduct a self-assessment to idenGfy any gaps in your 
current cybersecurity pracGces  

• DOW Office of Small Business Programs CMMC guidance 
and resources  

• Small Business AdministraGon cybersecurity guidance 
and resources  

• DCSA Center for the Development of Security Excellence 
cybersecurity resources  

FAR Part 19 Updates 
On September 26, 2026, the Federal AcquisiGon RegulaGon 
(FAR) Council proposed updates to FAR Part 19 as part of a 
larger overhaul iniGated by PresidenGal ExecuGve Order 
14275, Restoring Common Sense to Procurement.  

As FAR overhaul acGviGes are ongoing, current changes 
include:  

ReorganizaGon: Content is now structured by the acquisiGon 
life cycle; PresolicitaGon, EvaluaGon/Award, and Post Award.  

Set Asides: ContracGng officers have more discreGon in 
determining set asides for mulGple award contracts. 

Socioeconomic set asides are no longer a mandatory 
precursor to small business set asides.  

8(a) Program: Follow-on contracts awarded under WOSB, 
SDVOSB, or HUBZone programs are automaGcally released 
from the 8(a) requirement. AddiGonally, compeGGve 8(a) 
orders through Government Wide AcquisiGon Contracts 
must be considered before sole-sourcing.  

Learn More: AcquisiGon.gov  
Stay Connected: Subscribe to receive updates and future 
announcements here.  
Ques3ons? Contact: MBX.OMB.OFPPv2@OMB.eop.gov 

 

DCSA Email  
Alerts from  
The Federal System for Award 
Management website (SAM.gov) 
enables users to keep track of and stay 
informed about contract opportuniGes 
by saving your searches and sekng up 
email noGficaGons. This tutorial video 
explains how to get the most out of 
SAM.gov search and email noGficaGon 
capabiliGes. AddiGonal reasources on 
how to opGmize your use of search tools 
on SAM.gov are available here. Click 
here to access a search query of acGve 
DCSA announcements on SAM.gov.  

2026 Mentor-Protégé 
Program Summit 
The Department of War (DOW) Office of 
Industrial Base Growth will host the 
2026 DOW Mentor- Protégé Program 
Summit April 7–9, 2026, in Arlington, 
VA. This year’s theme, Bridging 
OpportuniGes: Scaling InnovaGon for 
NaGonal Defense, reflects the summit’s 
focus on educaGon, networking, and 
hands-on workshops designed to 
strengthen the naGonal defense 
industrial base. Come Find Us in the 
Exhibit Hall and don’t forget to register 
to meet with us during the 
Matchmaking Session!  

Signal on the Road  
We welcome opportuniGes to engage 
with industry stakeholders. If interested, 
submit a request for our parGcipaGon at 
your upcoming event via our online 
DCSA Speaker InvitaGon Request Form.  

Send us a Clear Signal…When filling out 
the form, select the Office of Small 
Business Programs and Industry 
Engagements opGon under the Request 
A Senior Leader sec-on on the form 
so we can connect with your event 
right away! 

SIGNAL BROADCASTS: ConnecEon Corner 
 

https://business.defense.gov/Programs/Cyber-Security-Resources/CMMC-20/
https://business.defense.gov/Programs/Cyber-Security-Resources/CMMC-20/
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/manage-your-business/strengthen-your-cybersecurity
https://www.sba.gov/business-guide/manage-your-business/strengthen-your-cybersecurity
https://www.cdse.edu/Training/Cybersecurity/
https://www.cdse.edu/Training/Cybersecurity/
https://www.acquisition.gov/far-overhaul/far-part-deviation-guide/far-overhaul-part-19
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/04/18/2025-06839/restoring-common-sense-to-federal-procurement
https://www.acquisition.gov/far-overhaul
https://www.gsa.gov/policy-regulations/policy/acquisition-policy/office-of-acquisition-policy/governmentwide-acq-policy/regulatory-secretariat-division#farnews
mailto:MBX.OMB.OFPPv2@OMB.eop.gov
https://sam.gov/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=6q2ExO1bG9k
https://www.fsd.gov/gsafsd_sp/en/how-can-i-search-in-sam-gov?id=kb_article_view&sysparm_article=KB0017298
https://sam.gov/search/?index=opp&page=1&pageSize=25&sort=-modifiedDate&sfm%5Bstatus%5D%5Bis_active%5D=true&sfm%5BagencyPicker%5D%5B0%5D%5BorgKey%5D=300000417&sfm%5BagencyPicker%5D%5B0%5D%5BorgText%5D=97AV%20-%20DEFENSE%20COUNTERINTELLIGENCE%20AND%20SECURITY%20AGENCY%20(DCSA)&sfm%5BagencyPicker%5D%5B0%5D%5BlevelText%5D=Subtier&sfm%5BagencyPicker%5D%5B0%5D%5Bhighlighted%5D=true&sfm%5BsimpleSearch%5D%5BkeywordRadio%5D=ALL
https://web.cvent.com/event/73aed2b3-4c4a-4eff-9c41-3d2a3304e8f6/websitePage:fb32d815-6dc5-41b6-a2ea-246fc3371fc1
https://web.cvent.com/event/73aed2b3-4c4a-4eff-9c41-3d2a3304e8f6/websitePage:fb32d815-6dc5-41b6-a2ea-246fc3371fc1
https://www.dcsa.mil/Contact-Us/Speaker-Request-Form/

